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Reviewed by Chaim Schwarz

Leah Kotkes has had an eventful life.
As a religiously uncommitted British teen,
she began a career in fashion publicity
and was soon associated with the indus-
try’s rising stars.

Glamorous though it was, fashion did
not afford her the opportunity to pursue
what she felt was her true calling, writing.
Vanessa, as she was then called, switched
careers, and began writing in the news-
room of ITN. She soon found herself
involved in another passion — the search
for truth. Seeking a map, a guide to a
meaningful, fulfilled existence, Vanessa
found Yiddishkeit and changed her name
to Leah.

Today, Leah Kotkes is at the forefront
of a burgeoning print movement in the
Torah world. Her writing is elegant, her
viewpoint honest and introspective. She
plays language like a violin as she portrays
the pathos and grace that she has found in
reality and inside herself. The Map Seeker,
her first book, tells the story of her quest.
Leah documents her struggles and suc-
cesses from girlhood to motherhood, her
embrace of Yiddishkeit and her survival of
a divorce that threatened to destroy her.

Mrs. Kotkes has also established an ini-
tiative called Lifework to open the door
for other women who write. Lifework
offers seminars, writing clubs, mentoring
and referrals for writers who are experi-
enced or who are trying to write for the
first time. Many well-known authors, edi-
tors and publishers, including Sarah
Shapiro, Yaffa Ganz, Aviva Rappaport and
Mimi Zakon, have joined Mrs. Kotkes in
giving seminars and mentoring authors.
Lifework also publishes a writers’ journal
called The Writer’s Journey Seminar for its
annual seminar.

In conjunction with the release of The
Map Seeker, Leah Kotkes has been hosting
workshops and meet-the-author talks in

the U.S., Canada and England. She is vis-
iting Lakewood, Boro Park, Monsey,
Toronto, Montreal, Stamford Hill, Golders
Green and Manchester. Women who write,
or who dream of writing, have found this
an exciting opportunity to explore publish-
ing possibilities, develop writing skills and
learn about themselves through writing.

Through The Map Seeker and Lifework,
women around the world can experience
Leah Kotkes’s journey, and discover and
document their own.

The Map Seeker: One Woman’s Quest is
available at Judaica stores everywhere, or
from Israel Book Shop Publications. Call
(732) 901-3009.

The Yagdil Torah Mega Win Early-Bird Special Winner

(Top) Winner of 2008 prize
trip to Israel, Mr. Isaac
Gottvenger from New York
(L), meets with Harav Zvi
Braverman (R), President of
Yagdil Torah, while visiting
Israel for Lag BaOmer.

(Bottom) Winner of the
Yagdil Torah MegaWin
Early-Bird Special for
$6,000, Hariel Yosefov of
Israel (L) receives his prize
from Harav Zvi Braverman
(R). 
Want a second chance to
win? Enter now to be
among the first 1,000
donors and gain a chance
to win the next Early-Bird
Special for $4,000!
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