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The Yagdil Torah Mega Win Early-Bird Special Winner

(Top) Winner of 2008 prize
trip to Israel, Mr. Isaac
Gottvenger from New York
(L), meets with Harav 2vi
Braverman (R), President of
Yagdil Torah, while visiting
Israel for Lag BaOmer.

(Bottom) Winner of the
Yagdil Torah MegaWin
Early-Bird Special for
$6,000, Hariel Yosefov of
Israel (L) receives his prize
from Harav Zvi Braverman
(R).

Want a second chance to
win? Enter now to be
among the first 1,000
donors and gain a chance
to win the next Early-Bird
Special for $4,000!

Book Review

Reviewed by Chaim Schwarz

Leah Kotkes has had an eventful life.
As a religiously uncommitted British teen,
she began a career in fashion publicity
and was soon associated with the indus-
try’s rising stars.

Glamorous though it was, fashion did
not afford her the opportunity to pursue
what she felt was her true calling, writing.
Vanessa, as she was then called, switched
careers, and began writing in the news-
room of ITN. She soon found herself
involved in another passion — the search
for truth. Seeking a map, a guide to a
meaningful, fulfilled existence, Vanessa
found Yiddishkeit and changed her name
to Leah.

Today, Leah Kotkes is at the forefront
of a burgeoning print movement in the
Torah world. Her writing is elegant, her
viewpoint honest and introspective. She
plays language like a violin as she portrays
the pathos and grace that she has found in
reality and inside herself. The Map Seeker,
her first book, tells the story of her quest.
Leah documents her struggles and suc-
cesses from girlhood to motherhood, her
embrace of Yiddishkeit and her survival of
a divorce that threatened to destroy her.

Mrs. Kotkes has also established an ini-
tiative called Lifework to open the door
for other women who write. Lifework
offers seminars, writing clubs, mentoring
and referrals for writers who are experi-
enced or who are trying to write for the
first time. Many well-known authors, edi-
tors and publishers, including Sarah
Shapiro, Yaffa Ganz, Aviva Rappaport and
Mimi Zakon, have joined Mrs. Kotkes in
giving seminars and mentoring authors.
Lifework also publishes a writers’ journal
called The Writer’s Journey Seminar for its
annual seminar.

In conjunction with the release of The
Map Seeker, Leah Kotkes has been hosting
workshops and meet-the-author talks in
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LEan KOTKES

The Map Seeker: One
Woman’s Quest

By Leah Kotkes

Israel Bookshop Publications

the U.S,, Canada and England. She is vis-
iting Lakewood, Boro Park, Monsey,
Toronto, Montreal, Stamford Hill, Golders
Green and Manchester. Women who write,
or who dream of writing, have found this
an exciting opportunity to explore publish-
ing possibilities, develop writing skills and
learn about themselves through writing.

Through The Map Seeker and Lifework,
women around the world can experience
Leah Kotkes’s journey, and discover and
document their own.

The Map Seeker: One Woman’s Quest is
available at Judaica stores everywhere, or
from Israel Book Shop Publications. Call
(732) 901-30009.

Please join us for an afternoon luncheon to benefit

Tikvas Efraim

at the house of our esteemed

Mrs. Chany Rosenberg -
Sunday, May 24, 2009 =

12:00 -

5:00 PM

Program begins at 2:30 PM

. 1368 57th Street
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Knowing that my medically fragile
son spends a few hours daily at
Tikvas Efraim, gives me the
capabilities to tend to the needs of
my other children. Tikvas Efraim
does what no one else does. It
reaches my son's Yiddishe Neshoma -
the Tachlis of his mission on the

earth!
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The sheer delight and remarkable
transformation on the face of my
client, during the hours he spends at
Tikvas Efraim is amazing to see. It is
what keeps him going for the rest of
the day.
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My brother comes off the van
looking so serene and relaxed. The
time he spends making Brochos,
donning Tefillin and learning Aleph
Beis has a powerful effect on him.
The imprint it leaves on his holy

Neshoma is visible.

Ma]ky Weingarten
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New inspiring video presentation
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Win grand vacation package!
Win other valuable prizes at our Mini Auction!

= @

Tikvas Efraim is there because to date, despite
the proliferation of Yeshivos and special
educational centers, there are still children who
are not receiving a Yiddish education, or any
education atall.

Tikvas Efraim is there to Daven, learn and teach
Torah and to pi h who
unfortunately have no opportunity to attend
Yeshivah.

Tikvas Efraim is there to ease the burden of
parents whose children with special needs return
home as early as 2:30, and require an endless
amount of stimulation and care.

Tikvas Efraim is there to provide constructive

ion, and behavioral py by highly
trained experts who reach the soul of each child
through music and play Each child is appreciated
for what he or she can do, and encouraged to
achieve his or her maximum potential.

Tikvas Efraim needs your help in maintaining
and its pry to pi much
needed services on and legal holid:
and to date more child iting to be
accepted into the program. Your generous

will help us achi these goals.

Shloimy and Miriam Spira, Fowuiers
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mm cordially invites The community 1o The

SUNDAY, MAY 24TH
10:00 Am.-2:p.m.

1234 62 st

every hour I"H

Q%/iSI-I milchige buffer

g‘)me and Bring the
Children For
Some Goodies

WHERE EVERY CUSTOMER is A WINNER

g)me check it our yourself at

Brooklyn, N. Y.

%will be giving Away prizes

will be served as usual

%URS: Sun- 11:30-6

mon- THurs: 11 - 6
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HIGHLIGHTS OF THE MAFTIR
YONAH PROGRAM INCLUDE:

Loty B

Stationary sofas at $499

Non reclining sofas ar $799 a

reclining sofas aT $69 9

All recliners drastically reduced!
ST T

Table & Ten Chairs’
AT AN Unbelievable Price:

2 piece diNerTe SeT AT

$199%
$299




